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The Committee’s priority this term was to improve our services to Selangor Bar members and 

pupils. The Committee also faced new challenges such as introduction of the new Rules of 

Court, advent of the CPD requirements and implementation of YBGK, all of which required 

specific attention. The Committee continued to address numerous complaints and concerns 

raised by members as well as organise the usual events and activities. I am pleased to note 

that we were able to meet these responsibilities successfully, and do so without recording a 

deficit in our annual accounts. 

 

Improved services to members 
 

The Committee recognises the importance of keeping members informed and updated with 

the activities and events of the Selangor Bar, which is usually achieved via circulars. 

Therefore at the beginning of our term a notice was sent to all members by post reminding 

them that circulars will be sent by e-mail and requesting that they update their e-mail 

addresses with the secretariat. We further informed members who wished to receive circulars 

by fax to inform the secretariat and we will oblige their request accordingly.  

 

The Committee then issued circulars on various and diverse issues to our members. Circulars 

were issued informing members of upcoming events and meetings. These were followed-up 

with reports on the outcome of the meetings and activities, as well as results of sporting 

events. We similarly issued circulars notifying members of new policies or practices in the 

Courts and Land Offices as well as changes or movements in the Judiciary.  We further 

regularly requested members to provide feedback on any issues or concerns they may have 

for the Committee’s further action.  

 

Circulars were also used to reach out to members to volunteer for YBGK, write articles for 

Ad Rem and make donations for our welfare projects. We further issued circulars to inform 

members of important issues such as their welfare benefits under LawCare and the substantial 

changes to the Rules of Court. Finally to ensure members remain updated, the Committee 

recently started issuing quarterly reports summarising the events of the past three months 

whilst highlighting notable events coming up in the next quarter.  
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Besides circulars, the Committee realised that our website is the best source of information 

for our members. The Committee therefore revamped the website to make it more relevant, 

attractive and user friendly for members. All circulars, notices and reports issued are 

immediately available online, with older circulars now stored for easy access. The website 

further has a calendar of events to clearly show all activities, events and meetings planned or 

held by the Selangor Bar. Talks, seminars and other events attracting CPD points are also 

highlighted on the website.  

 

The new website further has links to relevant cause lists as well as other useful websites. 

Other useful information found in the website includes court complex layouts as well as the 

list of books available in our library. Photographs of functions, sports events and talks are 

also accessible online for viewing and download. A special section collating tributes to all 

Selangor Bar members who have passed away is also included in the website. Further all 

publications of the Selangor Bar are now available for download from the website. These 

include the Annual Reports, Ad Rem, the Pupils’ Handbook and many others.  

 

Improvements to the Shah Alam Court Complex bar room were another step taken for 

members’ benefit. The Committee renovated the bar room to make it more comfortable for 

lawyers and better suited for them to do work. We positioned cubicles for members to work 

privately. We further placed computers which may be used to prepare cause papers as well 

access e-mails. These computers are further installed with CLJ Online and Legal Workbench 

for lawyers to do legal research in the bar room. Plans are also underway to keep this bar 

room open throughout the day once a suitable full time staff is recruited. 

 

Demand from members to attend talks and seminars have increased substantially, especially 

since the introduction of the ‘CPD points’ requirement. The Committee met this demand by 

organising two to four talks a month. Further to ensure that the topics for these talks are 

relevant as well as interesting, the Committee organised talks on a variety of subjects ranging 

from basic and fundamental issues (such as conveyancing practice and litigation procedures) 

to more specific areas of law (such as directors’ duties and marine cargo claims) as well as 

other widespread issues (such as human rights and environmental problems). It should be 

noted that the Committee has already organised talks until June 2013. 

 

The Committee has also made an effort to provide better financial benefits for members. We 

deliberately did not increase charges for services offered at the secretariat or bar room, fees 

for talks or seminars and prices of tickets for social events; despite substantial increase in the 

costs of offering or organising the same. It should also be noted that charges for similar 

events and services in the Klang Valley are substantially higher. The Committee further 

sponsored members to attend Conferences and Seminars such as the International Malaysian 

Law Conference. A bigger budget has also been allocated for sports with more funds 

available for organising events, subsidies provided for participation fees, provisions made for 

training costs and monies to purchase new jerseys. Pupils too are no longer required to 

purchase the new Pupils’ Handbook, as it is now given free to all those who commence 

pupillage in Selangor. 
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New Rules of Court  
 

The new Rules of Court introduced substantial changes to the rules of civil procedure. 

However most members had little time to study and understand these changes before the 

Rules came into force. There was therefore great demand for briefings and materials 

explaining these changes. In response the Committee organised two talks for members to 

highlight the substantial changes to the Rules.  Further, realising that most members could not 

attend these talks before the Rules were implemented, we prepared a comprehensive paper 

summarising the significant changes to the Rules and circulated it to all members. 

 

The Committee also offered to give a similar talk to members of the Selangor Judiciary, 

which was welcomed by the Director of Selangor Courts. We therefore briefed all Selangor 

Sessions Court Judges, Magistrates and Registrars on the substantial changes to the Rules of 

Court. We took this opportunity to highlight certain problems we foresaw in the transition of 

the Rules and offered our views on its solution. We believe most accepted our suggestions 

and were accordingly more flexible when implementing the Rules. However there were still 

problems and uncertainties when the Rules first came into force but most if not all were 

resolved almost immediately.  

 

Legal Aid & YBGK 
 

YBGK is a foundation which pays lawyers to provide legal representation for all Malaysians 

accused of a crime. These lawyers are paid from the YBGK Fund according to a pre-

determined scale. Lawyers are required to undergo training before being accredited as a 

YBGK lawyer. 

 

The introduction of YBGK in April 2012 proved to be an immense challenge for the 

Committee, with two particular problems to note. The first problem relates to logistics, 

namely the difficulty in finding legal representation for accused persons at 15 police stations 

and 12 courts across Selangor. At the beginning, the infrastructure at the Selangor Legal Aid 

Centre was simply unable to cope with the large volume of cases, namely 80 to 100 new 

arrests a day all over Selangor. The administration at the Centre was frenzied and it became 

impossible to attend to YBGK demands, carry out Legal Aid programs as well as administer 

the Centre.  

 

All projects were therefore initially postponed as attention had to be directed solely to 

YBGK. A system was developed to handle new cases and liaise with volunteer lawyers as 

well as police. The Committee then strongly requested for funds from the financially 

stretched NLAC to hire an additional staff, which was eventually approved. With the new 

staff concentrating on YBGK work, the situation improved dramatically and today the Centre 

is running smoothly. However the difficulties of finding legal representation for all accused 

persons in Selangor remains, due to the second problem we faced. 

 

The second problem was recruiting lawyers to carry out YBGK work. Many were not 

interested as the current scale of fees is relatively low. Many were also not keen to travel to 

police stations and courts all over Selangor. Further lawyers who were already handling 

YBGK work were being frustrated by lack of cooperation and hostility from police and other 
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lawyers. Therefore the Committee was faced with a huge task of attracting lawyers as well as 

keeping them interested to do this work.  

 

The Committee went on a drive to attract lawyers to YBGK. Circulars were issued to 

members explaining the nobility in doing such work as well as the extent of remuneration 

which can be earned from such work. Similar speeches were given to pupils at Introductory 

Sessions as well as to lawyers at talks and functions to try inspire them to become a YBGK 

lawyer. We even met and spoke to lawyers personally to recruit them into YBGK. The 

Committee further liaised with the police to improve their working relationship with the 

lawyers and to remove logistical problems such as reducing the number of remand centres in 

the State. Some of these suggestions have been implemented whilst others remain in 

discussion.  

 

The Committee further strongly advocated for an increase in the scale of fees paid to lawyers 

as higher remuneration would attract more lawyers. This initiative has gathered momentum 

and is being addressed together with other proposals by the Bar Council. The Committee’s 

efforts have been relatively successful as to date Selangor has 105 YBGK lawyers with 

approximately another 100 who have registered but not yet trained. However more lawyers 

are needed to truly fulfil the aim of YBGK, namely to provide legal representation to all 

accused persons in the state of Selangor.  

 

Despite the initial postponement of our projects, the Committee eventually was able to 

organise some of the planned law awareness and legal outreach programs. Of particular note 

was the meeting with the orang asli settlement at Sg Jang, Kerling where their numerous 

queries on legal issues were addressed. Further a team of lawyers have been appointed to 

assist the settlement resolve their land concerns. Finally the Committee is also proud to have 

a new branch of the legal aid centre in Bangi, through our collaboration with the law faculty 

of UKM. Through this branch, legal aid can now be extended to a new community in 

Selangor.  

 

Dealings with other stakeholders of the legal system 
 

This term again has seen progress in our dealings with the Courts. Notably Judges have 

confirmed that there are no KPIs or directions for Judges to hurry a trial or to push for early 

hearing dates. Judges further confirmed that hearing dates will only be fixed on dates suitable 

to counsel and that no matters should proceed in the absence of counsel. However there 

remain other issues which to date have not been settled such as fixed procedures for 

certificate of urgency cases as well as addressing the frequent delays and mistakes in probate 

and LA cases. One significant problem has been the vulnerability of the e-filing system at the 

Shah Alam Courts. Repeated requests by the Committee led to an upgrade to the current 

system as well as placement of a back-up manual filing system. However recent reports of 

recurring problems and withdrawal of the back-up system needs to be investigated and dealt 

with again.  

 

Further, we have had success in addressing and resolving complaints and grouses raised by 

members against specific Judges. A Judge who decided without hearing oral submissions, a 

Registrar who refused to allow costs as prescribed by the new Rules and a Judge who refused 

to allow full cross-examination are some of the problems that have been resolved. Other 
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concerns raised by the Committee include the issue of Judges entering the arena of 

prosecution and arm-twisting during mediation to force settlement, all of which were 

steadfastly denied by the Judges. The Committee continues to address these problems but 

absence of particulars have made it difficult to force the necessary change.  

 

The Committee’s relationship with the Selangor Land Registry started poorly, with new 

personnel at the helm of the Registry refusing to entertain our concerns. However persistent 

efforts to raise our issues at the federal level eventually led to an improvement in our dealings 

with the Registry. Thereafter, the Committee was again able to effectively address issues 

relating to conveyancing practice. Notable problems that were resolved include delays in 

collection of documents and rejection of incorrect documents. The Committee further made 

some headway in our project to uniform the diverse practices of the various land offices in 

Selangor with the checklist for registration of documents throughout the state becoming 

standardised.  

 

The Committee’s dealings with the police too were productive. The police assured us that 

their investigations are based on facts and not influenced by politics. The police further 

assured us that there are no ‘road show’ cases. The police also resolved problems such as 

delay in bringing investigation papers to court, delay in collection of chemist report and 

problems faced by lawyers in contacting investigating officers.  

 

However our dealings with the AG’s Chambers, though cordial, have not yielded positive 

results. Instead the Committee had to turn to the Courts to resolve some of these concerns. 

This route has been successful to some extent whereby the Courts have agreed to allow for 

oral applications for stay after conviction and to have an accused who is re-charged continue 

his hearing in the previous trial Court. Another issue which has the Court’s support is for 

DPPs to practice plea bargaining. However to date this practice has not commenced and this 

is an issue that needs to be addressed with the Attorney General directly.  

 

Other notable issues 
 

The Committee held reference proceedings for five of our departed members in December 

2012. The Committee significantly organised these proceedings for fewer departed members, 

thereby allowing for more family and friends to attend. Furthermore time is available during 

the proceedings which allowed for longer and more poignant tributes to be given in memory 

of each departed lawyer. The Committee also personally spoke to the High Court Judge, 

which was appointed to preside over the proceedings, to explain the significance of the event. 

Thereafter we were happy to note that two High Court Judges presided over the proceedings 

and further took the initiative to come down to the public gallery to meet the family and 

friends of our departed members. Further the procedure in these proceedings were changed 

with introductory and closing speeches made besides the tributes given in memory of the 

deceased members. The reference proceedings was therefore conducted in a very smooth, 

solemn and moving manner. We believe that this in turn has given some comfort for the 

families of the deceased.  

 

On the sporting front, the Committee revived some of the traditional events of the Selangor 

Bar such as Justice Dato’ Shanker Golf Challenge Trophy, the Ganaeswaran Badminton 

Challenge Trophy and the Ruby Netball Trophy with relative success. The Committee also 
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hoped to revive the Quadrangular Games as well as host the Selangor Bar v NS/Melaka Bar 

Games but were unable to due circumstances outside our control. However from the events 

held this term it would appear that participation in Selangor Bar sports appear to be 

improving.   

 

Despite rising costs and additional expenditure, Selangor Bar’s finances remain very healthy 

with an improved surplus in our funds. With our closing balance now hitting the seven figure 

mark, the incoming Committee may explore new endeavours which are perhaps expensive or 

costly. One possibility is to purchase another building as we need more space at the Legal 

Aid Centre as well as a larger auditorium to house the growing numbers attending our talks. 

Funds may further be used to purchase an online system for the secretariat to receive 

payments and to issue the sijil caruman. These are some of the many possibilities available to 

further improve our services to members and the public at large. 

 

Conclusion 
 

I am honoured to have been elected as Chairman and given the opportunity to serve members 

of the Selangor Bar. The duties of the Chairman are very challenging and demanding, 

especially while balancing legal practice, personal responsibilities and Bar Council 

commitments. I would not have been able to meet this challenge without the tremendous 

support I received from my Committee and members of the Selangor Bar; or without the 

encouragement shown by my family, friends and colleagues. For this I am very grateful. I 

finally wish to thank the secretariat staff, without whom none of Selangor Bar’s events and 

projects could have ever been realised.  

 

 

Report submitted by: 

 

Kanarasan Ghandinesen 

Chairman, 

Selangor Bar Committee 
 


